CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 20th DECEMBER 2001. 

Present:  
Bill Withall 
:   Chairman


Diane Merritt


   

Jim Gale 
:   Vice Chairman

Bill Shaw



David Brown




Jonathan Sykes

      

Amanda Holroyd
   


David Clark :   Parish Clerk

ITEM 1 : APOLOGIES

1.1
Mr P Veasey Kennet District Councillor : over-committed. 

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2.1
J Sykes declared his interest in a proposal (raised under AOB)  to upgrade Bridle-way No. 3 to a by-way since it passes close to his home.  

ITEM 3 : APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
3.1
Following a comment by J Gale,  para 7.1.3 of the minutes of the meeting on 8 November 01 was amplified to reflect the agreed requirement for the Clerk's record of actual hours worked to be examined by the Chairman and reviewed by the Council at 3 monthly intervals until further notice. Subject to this amendment the minutes were approved.  Proposed by D Merritt, seconded by J Gale.

ITEM 4 : MATTERS ARISING 
4.1
LENGTHSMEN VISIT ON 12-15 OCTOBER   The Clerk reported that :-

the Team were prepared to pick up litter where it was noted.  Also that the Lengthsmen supervisor had agreed to follow up on items missed at the last visit: specifically, to unblock the drains on Malthouse lane and to make good the road surface at the junction of the Lower Chute to Tangley Bottom Road (U/C 8063) and the first Cadley turn off.  

4.2
VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT KDC FUNDING     The Clerk reported that Mr P Veasey had called (vis a vis the action at para 5.4 of the previous minutes)  to confirm that KDC were continuing to actively offer assistance with these projects with a view to incorporation of the results in Planning Guidance, but not in the form of cash.

4.3
INCORPORATION OF MILLENIUM FLAG ACCOUNT  The Chair confirmed that action had now been arranged to permit the funds totalling £134.60 to be absorbed within the Parish Accounts.

4.4
GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS   It was noted that the Chute 2000 Committee was now co-ordinating the activities of the Chute Parishes and agreed that this should be encouraged/supported by all.

4.5
FETE COMMITTEE - COUNCIL NOMINATED MEMBER     The Chairman advised that whilst Clive Hamblin was happy to be nominated, he would sadly not be available at the time of greatest activity and would not therefore be a suitable nominee.  J Sykes was therefore prepared to be nominated for one year as recorded at the last meeting.

4.6
TIBBS MEADOW - BOUNDARY MAINTENANCE   At the direction of the Chair, the Clerk gave an update on negotiations with Shaftesbury Housing Assn (SHA) on work to be carried out (and funded) on the southern boundary.   He reported that once firm and detailed proposals were received they would be presented to the full Council for agreement.   This was accepted and the Clerk was asked to continue the negotiations.

ITEM 5  :  STANDING ORDERS (S.O.s)
5.1
The Clerk explained that the S.O.s  circulated with the Agenda were in the form recommended by WALC.  He then provided each member with a copy of the NALC Circular setting out the Code of Conduct for Handling Complaints (No. 2/86: Reissued 1995) to support S.O. No. 10.   The S.O.s were then agreed and formally adopted - proposed by W Withall :  seconded by A Holroyd. (signed by the Chairman).

ITEM 6 :   CLERK'S CONTRACT
6.1
The Chairman noted that the form, circulated with the Agenda, reflected that employed for previous Clerks and that presentation now remedied the absence of formal action at an earlier stage.  The Contract was then agreed - proposed by W Withall : seconded by D Brown - and duly signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

ITEMS 7 :  FINANCIAL YEAR 2001/02 BUDGET STATEMENT
7.1
It was noted that arrears of salary would now be paid to the Clerk in 2002/03. It was further noted that on this basis the forecast outcome was a balance carried forward only some £15 below the cash reserves target of £820.  This was agreed to be satisfactory and the Budget statement circulated with the Agenda was accepted and agreed as appropriate for use in calculating the next year's Precept.  Proposed by W Withall: seconded by J Gale.

ITEM 8  :   FINANCIAL YEAR 2002/03 PRECEPT
8.1
A draft Precept for FY 2002/03, together with the detailed explanation of variations against the FY 2001/02 Precept, had been circulated with the Agenda by the Clerk.  Discussion recognised the significance of the increase in percentage terms (32%) over current year but agreed that it was appropriate.  The proposed FY 2002/03 Precept of £3040.00 was then agreed  -  proposed by W Withall: seconded by J Gale. 

ITEM 9  :  DEFRA CONSULTATION PAPER ON 'QUALITY COUNCILS'
9.1
The paper dated 21 November (circulated between 3rd and 15th December) was discussed at length.  The Chair indicated that the immediate purpose was to decide on the best way to respond to the 17 questions posed.   He proposed an ad hoc committee of the Vice Chair and himself, supported by the Clerk: D Brown also volunteered to assist and this was accepted.     It was agreed that this ad-hoc committee would to report to the full Council with a proposed response to meet the DEFRA deadline of 14 February 2002. 

ITEM 10  :  DATES FOR 2002 COUNCIL AND PARISH MEETINGS
10.1
The dates proposed in the Agenda were agreed with the exception of  those for March - brought forward to 21st, and December - brought forward to 12th. 

ITEM 11  :  PAYMENT FOR USE OF VILLAGE HALL
11.1
The payment of £5.50 was approved: proposed A Holroyd, seconded D Brown.

ITEM 12  :  PLANNING

12.
The planning approvals listed in the Agenda were noted.

ITEM 13  :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS

13.1
UPGRADE OF CHUTE BRIDLEWAY No. 3 TO BY-WAY   The Chair advised of a WCC proposal to implement this change and noted the deadline of 25th January for receipt of comments/observations.    The upgrade 'claim' was understood to have been submitted on the basis of an early 19th Century Enclosure Act and would involve the opening of a footpath and bridleway route from Collingbourne Kingston to Chantry Lane.  He stated that opening this route to motor vehicles would have a severely detrimental impact on wild life and on the general environment in this AONB,  would not be supported by the community and should be resisted vigorously.  The general line should be to support existing access to the countryside but to resist degradation of existing footpaths/bridleways through expansion of motor vehicle access.

13.2
J Sykes declared his interest since Bridleway 3 passed close behind his home.  He stated that he supported the position of the Chair and would be taking advice from his legal advisor and from Environmental Groups.  The meeting noted J Sykes declaration but supported his actions.   

 13.3
After discussion it was agreed that a formal response to WCC would properly be agreed at the next meeting (January 17th).  In the meantime the Chair agreed to consult with WCC Councillor D Lay and the Clerk was directed to advise the bodies representing current users of the route of the proposed upgrade :  i.e Horse Riders, Cyclists and Ramblers.  Action : Chair & Clerk.

13.4
FOREST LANE 30MPH SIGN  :  J Gale advised that this had fallen: the Clerk noted this for action with the Lengthsmen.  Action : Clerk.

13.5
REMOVAL OF BURNT-OUT CAR FROM FLASHIT LANE  :  the Clerk noted that this had been removed within two weeks and that he had called and thanked the Tidworth Police.  He was asked to also write to KDC with thanks. Action : Clerk

13.6
NEXT MEETING    There being no further business the Chair confirmed the date of the next meeting as 17th January 2002 and closed the meeting..
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